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Good morning!

Itis great to see you all. This is the day the
Lord has made. Let us be glad and rejoice
init.

Amen

Today’s sermon is titled.

The heart of God: to me, that was the
common thread throughout the readings.

What is God like? What are his attributes?

Now, If you had to choose one word to

describe God, what would it be?
Omnipotence, all powerful,
omniscient, all knowing, and
omnipresence — Present
everywhere.

As you think about your answer, let’s go to
the scriptures and see what God says
about himself.

Let’s start with the book of Hosea.

The book of Hosea starts off by God
sending the profit Hosea to speak against
His people, for they have left Him to seek
other pagan Gods. God is reaching out to
Israel through Hosea, pleading with them
to return. What we read today from the
Old Testament in the book of Hosea,
Chapter 5 verse 15 states:

Thus says the Lord: “l will return again to
my place until they acknowledge their
guilt and seek my face. In their distress
they will beg my favor:

And thenin 6:6 he concludes:

For | desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings.”

God had withdrawn himself from his
wayward people. They were praising him
with their lips, but their heart was far from
him.

Here’s an example from my life:

My youngest daughter, Bethany, who lived
in Florida with her mother, was very young
when we were divorced. We never really
developed a relationship. When she was
18, she wanted to leave Florida and come
live near me, because she no longer
wanted to live with her mother. So, | found
an apartment for her, furnished it and got
it ready for her arrival. She moved into the
apartment and the next day | discovered
that she had brought a male friend with
her. | confronted her and told her that this
was not going to happen. This was not
discussed in our many conversations that
we had. Without a word, unknown to me,
she packed her things and moved back to
Florida the next day!

My heart was broken, | thought | was
going to be able to begin a relationship
with my daughter. But that was not her
intention at all. Sometimes | feel that this
is how God is treated.

We want the blessings from God but not
the relationship that He desires.



In the book of Hosea, God’s heart is
broken. His wayward children have
abandoned him. He has sent Hosea to
plead with them to come back but they
wouldn’t. So, God withdrew himself and
his support from them.

Until they admit their guilt and return to
him. God will withhold his presence, his
blessings, his love, to get you to return to
him. | broke my heart to separate myself
from my daughter and | know it breaks the
heart of God to separate himself from us.
God is a perfect loving Father, and what
good father does not discipline his
children when they are wrong? This
discipline is not punishment, itis divine
loving instruction and training, designed
to mature and guide you away from
trouble and sin.

Let’s go now to Psalm 50 verse 7 next.

7 Hear, O my people, and | will speak:

"O Israel, | will bear witness against you; *
forl am God, your God.”

The Israelites had made a covenant with
God to obey the 10 commandments that
Moses had given them from God. Just to
show you another example of what God
had to put up with from the beginning with
the Israelites.

Remember in the scriptures when Moses
is coming down from the mountain where
he received the 10 commandments that
God had prepared for them. As he was
going down the mountain with the tablets,
God spoke to Moses and | paraphrase

here: “Hurry up and get down there, they
are already breaking commandment #1.
They have made and are worshiping a
golden calf!”

So, before Moses went up on the
mountain to receive the commandments
the Israelites were at the base of the
mountain. The mountain was covered
with smoke and fire. The people were
terrified and asked Moses to be their
mediator. And they said, “You go talk to
God”, for they were afraid. Moses said,
“Do not be afraid, God has come to test
you, so that the fear of God will keep you
from sinning.” God knew what was going
to happen while Moses was away, but he
did what a good Father does. He gave
them a warning. It’s like when you have a
toddler and you tell them not to touch the
hot stove, you’ll get burned. What do they
do? They touch it! Don’t eat of the tree
that is in the middle of the garden! What
do they do? They take a bite. What do you
do in your own life? You know it is wrong,
but you do it anyway!

All of us would like to do the will of God
but we are not always able. From the lips
of the great apostle Paul, he says “the
good | want to do, | don’t do, but the very
evil that | don’t want to do, that | do!
Who will save me from this body of
death?” Paul had his struggles too! How
aboutyou?

Itis only by the grace of God and His free
gift given us in the atoning death and



resurrection of our savior Jesus Christ,
that we are able to be set free from sin.

From Psalm 50 verse 8

“l do not accuse you because of your
sacrifices; * your offerings are always
before me.”

You perform the rituals, you go to church,
you do the outward things to honor me.
But your heart is far from me. You’re
neglecting the close, intimate relationship
that |, your father, desire.

Inverses 14 and 15 God’s desire is clear.
“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and make good your vows to the Most
High.

Callupon me inthe day of trouble; * |
will deliver you, and you shall honor me."
Be thankful. Honor God with your life, be
honest and walk together each day
together with him.

And now let’s go to the Gospel of
Matthew.

From Matthew 9: 9 we read.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a
man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.”
And Matthew got up and followed Jesus.
While Jesus was having dinner at
Matthew’s house, many tax collectors
and sinners came and ate with them and
the disciples. The Pharisees saw this and
asked his disciples “Why does your
teacher eat with the tax collectors and
sinners?” And Jesus replied “Itis not the

healthy who need a doctor, it is the sick.
But go and learn what this means. | desire
mercy, not sacrifice. For | have not called
the righteous, but sinners.”

God is our creator. More than that He is
our Father and We are his children. The
Pharisees were offended that Jesus was
eating and drinking with sinners. Jesus
stated “l desire mercy, not sacrifice.”

In Hosea 6:6 the profit Hosea condemned
ancient Israel for using outward rituals to
excuse their oppression of the poor and
the faithless. God desires mercy, not
sacrifice. It is not only telling us that God
wants us to love people more than the
ritual holiness. It is telling us that his
deepest desire, the thing that is most
important to him is that People come to
him and experience his love and find
themselves washed clean. It is hot only a
message to us, but also a message for us.
God is a God of mercy. He does not want
perfection. He wants his children to
experience his forgiveness and to draw
near. Do not be ashamed of your faults
and failures. We separate ourselves from
his love instead of drawing nearer. We feel
like we could never live up to his
expectations. Nothing could be more
false. No sin could ever lose his love for
us. He wants us to turn away from what
we are doing wrong, not only because he
wants us to experience his forgiveness. To
know the fullness of life that knowing him
brings. He is the God of Mercy, which is



good news for all of us. Both for those of

us who already know him and those who

don’t but will find their way to him one

day.

And finally, from

Lamentations 3:22-23

King James Version

1. 2|t is of the Lord's mercies that we are
not consumed, because his
compassions fail not.

2. 2They are new every morning: great is
thy faithfulness.

God wishes all to come to him., to repent
and turn to him, to walk together in love
for eternity. Amen.



