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As we say in the Venite, “The Lord is the Rock of Our Salvation!”

Remember, “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion!”

In the Venite, Psalm 95:1-7, which might have been written by King David, we are reminded that
The Lord is the rock of our salvation. We are not to fear, but go to Him, with thanksgiving and
praise, for he is our Shepherd, our Guide, our Father. Further, Psalm 105, stresses how The Lord
lead the Israelites out of Egypt to safety and rich lands, so the people may keep his laws and
statutes and be glad in a good productive life. We need to think about all the tight spots we’ve
been in throughout our life, some crazy decisions, but here we are in one piece, realizing Jesus
was walking hand-in-hand with us, patiently, as we dug out! We all have different types of
struggles, but we all have lots of fond memories and things to be thankful for to give us
encouragement to keep ahold of His Hands. He forgives us. Let’s grow as we take each step
and breath of the day, and when one of us stumble, reach out! Remember, “The Lord is
gracious and full of compassion!” We must live as his example. Just ask, “Savior Like a
Shepherd Lead Us”!

The Reading by the Book of Exodus is an example of how people can quickly forget how well
God has taken care of them, the Israelites, or now, when one episode in their life gets difficult!
He saved them from Egyptians, saved them from being slaughtered before the Red Sea, gave
them safe passage through the sea, gave them plenty of food, and they still complained. Bet
you see that in people you know sometimes when nothing can make them happy. Well, it’s not
material things that will give one a lasting happiness, as we’ve all learned by now; Material Girls
are not the winners!! Yes, food and shelter go a long way, and by The Grace of God we are
capable to obtain them. Being at Peace with Faith in our Lord, our Father, knowing and feeling
God within us, gives us “Peace of the Lord” just like we share, that’s happiness.

The Song of Zechariah from Luke, Zechariah is recalling God’s good works for Israel, at last free
to worship God without fear. Then he sings about how his son, John the Baptist, will be a
prophet of the Most High, God, to prepare the way for Jesus, who, in the tender compassion of
our God, will give us salvation and forgiveness of our sins. | was so surprised to read this, just as
| bet many of you are too. Writing and research for sermons has reawakened me to so much
more. | am grateful. My faith looks up to thee!!

And now, the second lesson: Paul wrote this message to the Philippians while in prison in
Phillipi, Greece. Silas was also jailed with him. Timothy might have carried the message to the



people. A little history: The Philippi “church” became the first European Christian Church with
one of the leaders being a lady named Lydia, who was a successful business woman. Yes,
women were very active in the first church. In the “letter”, not only was Paul thanking the
people for their financial help, but Paul stressed that the people of Philipi need to stand
together, firm in one spirit, striving, working, side-by-side, with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, which will save them. You will recall he sent a similar message to the Corinthians.

This same message to work side-by-side with our Faith in mind, not only saved them, BUT WILL
GUIDE US AT CCQF. We need to center ourselves on The Gospel, and not get distracted by a
little spitter spatter. Yes, it is hard, | am guilty too. We have a job to do to spread the Word, the
Love of God for God, as well as for each other. This is our family! We are privileged to know
and believe in Christ, the Trinity, and to feel, and appreciate, His guidance, which is revealed in

our actions between each other and dealing in the outside world day by day, welcoming others
“into the fold” and sharing The Love. UH-OH, | sound like an old Hippie!

Last reading, Matthew’s Gospel, recording, of Jesus’s parable to His disciples, leaves one a bit
confused until digging a little deeper. The example is emphasizing God loves us all equally,
regardless of status, contributions, good works. Yes, doing good things feels good, and it
should, putting someone else first before us. We need to be examples of God’s love. God’s love
cannot be earned. Eternal life and God’s blessings are free gifts. God values everyone equally.
We should too. “Oh, Savior like a shepherd lead us!”

S00000, as Katherine and choir reminds us: “SHOUT TO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH LET US
SING!!!”

Amen.



