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Genesis 22: 1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6: 12-23; Matthew 10: 40-42

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.” +

I think it fitting that we gather this morning on the shore/ beach... preaching and praising God
outside the safe boundaries of our church building! We are out here in the open air, sharing our
faith, our experience of God in the world in this beautiful public park! It reminds me of the need
for courage to speak out and cross boundaries that society and the ‘system’/ the ‘Man’ try to
place before us.

Over this past year, there have been many disputes throughout this nation and the world over
individual freedom, as it exists within human society. The unending conflicts in Ukraine and
Africa and the recurring conflicts in the Middel East have shown just how much people of
different cultures, religions, and ethnicities disagree about what it means to be a child of God.
Within our own country, we continue to hear debates over subjects of racial and gender
equality, over sexual orientation and personal rights, and over national security, and whether
freedom involves the ability to walk the streets without fear or the need to arm oneself to the
teeth.

Throughout the world and here at home, people are taking sides and lashing out at opponents
and claiming the most outrageous and despicable of things about ‘the other.” These reactions
are triggered by human frustration... they are products of the human need to be ‘right.” They
are ultimately the product of fear (as | said last week). Fear of difference, fear of losing
autonomy and control, fear of losing one’s own freedom.

It's noteworthy that on today, the NYC PRIDE March takes place—the annual commemoration
of the anniversary of the Stonewall uprisings by the GLBTQ+ community. ‘Pride,’” for this
community, is about standing up for what is right. Over the past week, I've felt outrage
outraged by the violence taking place all around the world and by the constant bickering within
our country as we prepare to celebrate 250 years of unity in diversity. Because | felt constantly
bombarded, | became angry and started to focus on myself. | became preoccupied with how
others viewed me, especially my colleagues. Was | good enough? And | began to interiorize all
‘the stuff’ happening around me, would it affect my family, and | became exhausted and
eventually physically ill. Then, a different kind of pride consumed me. Thanks be to God |
realized the truth— | was making a futile attempt to ‘control’ my life. These frustrations that
consumed me, and the frustrations of many in our society, arise from fear, and a need ‘to be
right,” or at least the need to look right. Remember the words from last week’s Gospel- “Those
who try to keep their life in this world will lose it and those who lose their life for my sake, will
gainit.”

Jesus’ words addressed to his disciples when he sent them out at the Great Commission stress
the importance of accepting God’s servants, ‘whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple’ will find reward. This reminds us of a greater
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teaching, which is found later in Mt 25.40, ‘Just as you did it [fed, quenched, clothed, nursed, or
visited] to one of the least of these... you did it to me.’

‘Whoever welcomes one of the least of these welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me.” Jesus commanded us to welcome those members of his (our)
family, not just the talented and successful ones, not just the ones who agree with us, but also
those who may disagree and also those who are struggling, marginalized, and in need. ‘You
never know when Jesus will stop by.’

Matthew was not only recalling Jesus’ instructions to his first disciples, but his written words
were aimed at the community that came a few generations later, and to us. There was and still
is a need to send out laborers into the harvest, to move beyond the comfort of a close
community into what can be a perilous world. Those in need depend upon the hospitality of
others. “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me.”

Matthew’s Gospel makes it clear, more than perhaps the other Gospels, that divine power is
present in this Jesus who walked among us. And the Jesus in this Gospel replaces dependence
upon family and society with dependence upon God! His earlier orders to the disciples were
that they venture out with “no bag, no gold, no extra clothes...” That is, they needed nothing
but to rely on others welcoming them and thus, to depend upon God. Dependence upon God
certainly leads to suffering and opposition from the world and the prevailing powers (Gk:
‘cosmos’). And this Gospel also shows us a Jesus that bestows his power and responsibility— he
democratizes this power and responsibility to his disciples.

Jesus also said, “whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet... and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous” (10:41). The words ‘prophet’ and ‘righteous’ in Matthew often refer to those faithful
servants of biblical history, like Abraham and Isaiah, Peter and Paul... but here Jesus is speaking
directly to us! Sometimes we over-emphasize and take for granted those great prophets and
early disciples— after all, they were the ones called by God. Similarly, we tend to over-rely on
those in ordained ministry— they’re the ones who should go out and spread the Gospel...
they’re the ones charged with promoting the mission of God. You don’t have to write Scripture
or be ordained to be God’s servant!

Though not all of you go out daily and preach the Gospel, you do spread the ‘good news’ by
your thoughts, words, and actions in the world. Though few of you perform ‘missionary work’
like helping in soup kitchens or a food pantry, or counseling those in need... all of you support
those folks who get to do these things—through your prayer, your financial support, and other
assistance. [Consider volunteering in August with our Mission Outreach team, who plan to
serve in New Haven at the Chapel on the Green this summer.]

Consider, for a moment, what might happen if we stopped expecting someone else to be the
‘disciple’ of Jesus... What might happen if we decided to make a serious effort to bring the
Gospel to others. What if we all stepped up our own roles as disciples in the world?!
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With this in mind, | can’t help but wonder what would happen if the daily conversations people
had were not about politics or efforts to belittle different groups, but concentrated on ways to
speak words of kindness, generosity, and grace?
What if we saw every interaction we had in this world as an opportunity to embody Christ’s
love for our neighbors?
‘Whoever welcomes one of the least of these welcomes me.” You never know when Jesus will
stop by! T



