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Isaiah 9:2-4,6-7; Psalm 96; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2: 1-20 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…”   (Isa 9) † 
 
Christmas is a wonderful reminder of how the divine Holy One intermingled with the common 
and ordinary. God came to us and became one of us in the strangest of ways, in the strangest of 
places, and still does. The story we just heard in Luke’s Gospel is a brilliant depiction of the 
moment of the incarnation, when the Holy One became part of ordinary human life. During 
Christmas, we share and recall stories of the manger scene, and an infant wrapped in strips of 
cloth, of multitudes of angels from above, and of poor, lowly shepherds. The message is so 
clear— Christmas is that time when The Holy definitively touched the lives of ordinary human 
beings. 

We’ve all heard and seen different renditions of the Nativity. Scholars debate about the date 
and time of Jesus’ birth, even the Gospels themselves describe different events and details, but 
that doesn’t matter. Tonight, in Luke’s message one thing is clear: A light shines and God has 
lifted up the lowly!  
Our God did not come to us in a warm palace surrounded by privilege and royalty, but in a cold, 
dirty stable, surrounded by animals and peasants. Our great and mighty God has humbled 
God’s self (kenosis- a Greek word, ‘to empty oneself’) and become one of us. Again, in this 
story, God’s presence is first made manifest not to the rich and powerful, but to those who are 
poor and on the fringes of society, shepherds (Nomads and ‘untouchables’). Thus, one of the 
messages of the Incarnation is that the ordinary and the common have been transformed! 

The message to the shepherds was that God loves us and became one of us.  What they heard, 
was that the One who is the most holy & extraordinary has become ordinary, and in doing so, 
made those who were considered lowly and ordinary to be holy. “And all who heard it were 
amazed.” And these simple people did not question or doubt, but immediately went to see, and 
then share the message with others! 

In our Christian celebrations throughout the year, we celebrate the magnificent and mystical 
interaction of our God-with-us (Emmanuel). And when we consider the dates that are listed in 
the Liturgical Calendar of the Church, like Christmas, it’s very important to keep in mind that on 
those dates, we are not simply commemorating and recalling some past historical event. 
Rather, throughout the Liturgical Year, whether at Christmas or Epiphany or Easter, we 
recognize what is happening now in the life of the Church, what is happening to us now.  
We experience, through our common life and our common worship, the historical interactions 
of God and humanity, through Jesus. We encounter the ways in which Jesus is still present with 
us here and now in our Church community. When we worship together, we experience again 
the birth, life, death, and resurrection & glorification of Jesus.  This is true whether its Dec 24th 
or the 25th… whether its winter or summer… day or night. Time doesn’t matter, Emmanuel— 
God is with us. 
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Consider how God is present here and now. How is God present in your life? What messages 
might he be sending and through what messengers? Try to be like the shepherds— be 
attentive, listen for God, and be ready to respond! Listen for God’s voice, act on his Word, and 
share God’s Good news! 

The birth of Jesus, the mysterious and incomprehensible in-breaking of what is holy into that 
which is ordinary happens again tonight, right now. Jesus is here in Word, and Sacrament, and 
the People! This happens every time we ‘remember’ Jesus together. It happens especially this 
time of the year, at Christmas time, when we hear God whisper into our collective ear, “I love 
you!” That’s the great message of the incarnation: “I love you!”  
With that simple phrase, Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled and for “those who lived in darkness—on 
them light has shinned.” Despite our imperfections, whether we mess up, even when we aren’t 
on our best behavior. When families gathered for the Holidays get on each other’s nerves, and 
when we get tired and cranky, it’s okay, because God still loves us. God says, “I love you enough 
to become one of you. I love you!”  Let others know that! Spread the Good News!  

                         MERRY CHRISTMAS!   †  


