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“Today you will be with me in Paradise.”  † 
 
Today we celebrate the feast of “Christ the King,” our Patron here at Christ Church Quaker 
Farms. I have to admit, the whole concept makes me somewhat uncomfortable, this idea of 
God being compared to a mighty sovereign ruler, a King. All the lofty language in our tradition, 
in our prayers and hymns about Christ’s Kingship seems so foreign to me. It seems a left-over 
remnant of a past Feudal age and Medieval mindset, an age when my ancestors in Scotland 
pledged fealty and allegiance to our Clan chief, as vassals to a greater Lord. That’s something 
I’m really not keen on… maybe it’s the American in me, that streak of independence.  
We don’t believe in Kings, we don’t elect Kings, we elect public servants (or at least that’s the 
way it’s supposed to be), and when I think about the God I have come to know, those images of 
power and dominance just don’t work for me.  
Mighty and powerful, that’s the world’s idea of a King, and when I look at Jesus’ life and actions, 
they almost seem ‘anti-King.’ Jesus was not about power, force, and coercion, he was about 
meekness, humility, and love! 

Praying about this last week, I found myself even more confused by the choice of Gospel found 
in the Propers for today. At first glance it really didn’t seem to fit with the usual concepts of 
Kingship… and upon reflection, maybe it’s perfect. Today we are told the story of the crucifixion 
by the author of Luke’s Gospel. It’s a description of the typical ruthless way the Roman Empire 
handled dissenters. It’s a typical story of how those in power provide testimony against an 
innocent man, and the public drama that is used to shame and humiliate defeated rivals and 
opposition leaders. The spectacle warns a similar fate to anyone who tries to follow a different 
way than that of Rome. The inscription hanging on the cross above Jesus, “This is the King of 
the Jews,” shows every person who reads it, just what those in power think of the lowly Jews 
and anyone who tries to buck the system. 
This particular passage is remarkable in that it uses those who are marginalized by society as 
principal messengers (also typical of Luke’s Gospel). It’s a criminal, meeting his own death, who 
recognizes that Jesus did nothing wrong… it’s a soldier standing guard who remarks, “surely this 
man was innocent.”  

Their recognition is symbolic of a greater truth— that what appears to be a moment of great 
loss, is actually one of victory. This moment on the Cross is indeed the enthronement of a 
victorious king! 
The whole scene is meant to have us consider just what kind of a man this Jesus was, what kind 
of a king, who came to live as one of us. An infant born not in a warm palace surrounded by 
servants, but born in a filthy stable, surrounded by animals and ‘outsiders.’ A Lord who 
triumphantly rode into Jerusalem not dressed in armor upon a great stallion but clothed as a 
lowly shepherd and riding a donkey. A leader who did not attack his enemies or punish the 
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ignorant, but one who was willing to suffer for them and endure the humiliation of the Cross. 
Indeed, a king who rules not by might and coercion, but by humility and meekness.  
Yes, Jesus is our King, a different kind of king— one who chooses giving over receiving, humility 
over dominance, and vulnerability over violence, and love over hate. 

This Sunday is also known as ‘Consecration Sunday,’ on which by tradition members of this 
parish bring in their pledge cards and pledge support of our parish and its ministries. Walk in 
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  [Ephesians 
5:2 (BCP p.376)] You hear me say that almost every Sunday as I bid the Offertory… ‘Walk in 
Love.’  The most miraculous gift and offering anyone can give is love.  
Thus, our stewardship campaign here at Christ Church is all about how we ‘Walk in Love’… 
Again, this is Consecration Sunday. Consecration is the action of making or declaring something 
sacred. On this special Sunday, we are encouraged to pledge not only financially but also of our 
time and talents. From a biblical perspective, our gifts of time, talent, and financial 
contributions are not just to pay bills, but to help us grow spiritually in our relationship with 
God. Stewardship is the surrender to Him of all that we have been given. Jesus calls us to use 
our gifts in ways that will honor and glorify Him. It’s not just about money, it’s about sharing 
our time, talent and the unique gifts that define us as true believers and followers of Jesus 
Christ. The Vestry and I ask again this year that, in addition to some monetary contribution, you 
offer your time in one of our very rich and necessary ministries! 

We have so many wonderful ministries that anyone can be part of: Bible Studies, Altar Guild 
(preparing us for worship), the Vestry, the Choir, Youth Ministry, the Ministries for Preaching 
and Leading Morning Prayer, the Prayer Ministry and Card Ministry (ensuring that no one 
should walk alone but feel God’s presence in their lives through us) … just to name a few. 

Next week we start the season of Advent, which is meant to prepare us to celebrate Christmas, 
the entrance of Jesus into our world as the “King of Kings.” We are followers of that King! Called 
to be reflections of the Christ King who is not a tyrant but a savior— who instead of a throne, 
accepted the Cross; not a ruler but a servant— who instead of a scepter, carried a towel and 
basin. We are called to follow him, so I bid you, “Walk in Love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God!”   † 

 


