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All We Like Sheep

There is a wonderful piece of music written by Handel called the Messiah. Most of us know the
Hallelujah Chorus. When | was 12 years old in the choir at first Baptist Church, we practiced and
learned the whole Messiah. We sang the whole thing in concert. The one part | liked and
remembered was “all we like sheep have gone astray”. | also learned in church that sheep have
a loving Shepherd who takes care of them and that we have a loving Shepherd who takes care
of us. He knows each of us by name and we know him and follow him.

We read together the 23rd psalm today which begins the Lord is my shepherd | shall not want.
We heard the gospel of John which tells us that the gatekeeper opens the sheep fold gate and
the shepherd enters. When the sheep hear his voice, they follow him out. They follow him
because they know him. They will not follow a stranger because they do not recognize the
stranger's voice and fear him.

Let's think about this for example-

Your phone rings and you don't recognize the number- there's no name, but you
answer it anyway. You hear a voice and recognize that voice, so you are willing to talk
with that person. You spend time with them because you knew their voice. It may be a
family member or a close friend, and you have a relationship. If the voice is not one you
recognize you may not want to talk with a stranger. Answering when someone calls you
is often about recognizing a voice.

| am going to tell you a true story. A while ago | had a business partner who was a print
and graphics services salesman who had his own office. Rather than renting an office
for me to do the graphic design part of our business my mother offered me the use of
her den to be my office. After | began working there, Mom soon became my office
administrative assistant. She answered client calls and made appointments. When clients called
and we couldn't answer the phone we had a generic voicemail message on our machine. Some
clients seemed confused with that generic message - one client told us that she thought she
had called the wrong number.

Mom suggested that we changed the message. She recorded a very pleasant message for our
business phone.

Mom had two cats they got into everything, but they've never bothered the telephone... mmm
Right after we put that new message on the phone mom was upstairs out of sight for the cats.

| was in another room. The phone rang in the office. It was Mom's voice on the voicemail that
answered the phone talking about our business saying to leave a message. Her two cats
recognizing mom's voice went running into the office. They leaped up on the desk and literally
answered the phone meowing loudly. The client began to talk, and the cats were terrified of the



strange voice coming out of the phone. It was. not Mom. | got to the phone, and my client was
laughing she said wow you have cats working in your office answering your phone. What
happened to your administrative assistant? | was laughing so hard it was difficult, to tell her
what happened. But the poor cats were frightened by hearing that unfamiliar voice and not
finding mom there. They were hiding under the desk.

Mom came into the hallway outside the office and called the cats by name. They immediately
ran to her and followed her out to the kitchen and got treats. They followed her because they
knew her voice. They knew they were safe with her. They knew that she loved them and she
would take care of them.

We heard about recognizing the shepherd’s voice in John's gospel today. A quote from Jesus
himself. He talks about the sheep fold and the way the Shepherd can enter when the gate is
opened. He explained that the shepherd comes in calls and to his sheep. He called them by
name and they followed him. They follow him because they know his voice and they know him.
They know that they are safe with him. They do not follow strangers or anyone else but the
shepherd because he is the one who provides for them who feeds them. He protects them from
thieves and bandits who would steal, kill or destroy.

The 23rd psalm that we recited today starts by telling us that we also have a shepherd. The very
first words are “the Lord is my shepherd | shall not want.” We are told of how we would be
cared for by this Shepherd. That we are his and we will be with him forever.

In John's gospel what Jesus is telling us is that he is the only way to be saved. Part of this is a
warning to be careful to not listen to or follow these thieves and bandits. That his sheep do not
listen to the strangers because Jesus is the gate. Jesus is the one who will save us. Jesus is
the one who will come in and go out and find safe pasture for us his sheep.

He offers life abundantly and says that is why he came down from heaven and became man. He
became a sacrifice- he died for us on the cross. He gave up his life so that we could have
eternal life.

Understand that he is our shepherd and we as his sheep need to follow him. Follow him
because we know him. We recognize his voice when he calls our names. We know who he is.

This world we live in has lots of distractions. There are many who call us and want us to follow
them. They want us to accept their ways. They want us to believe it's okay in their world to be a
thief or a bandit and follow them in their ways of wickedness in the world. There are many
voices of strangers calling us to follow them.

Jesus calls us, calls us by name. He knows us and he wants us to recognize that he is our
Shepherd our Lord and the gate by which we can enter into his kihngdom. Here in church, we are
his sheep, we are in the sheepfold and waiting to hear his voice. We are waiting for the gate to
open so that we can be guided to Green pastures and have life and have it abundantly.

Jesus is calling us. He is opening the gate for us. He tells us that we are His sheep. He knows
us he knows each of us by name He knows who we are and He loves each of us.



You and | can have a relationship with Him - hear His voice, answer His call and follow Him just
as sheep follow their Shepherd.

With every prayer we pray, whenever we read or hear His words in the Bible we hear His voice.
When we hear the hymns and music and praise Him... when we feel drawn to Him, we are
hearing His voice. When we quiet our thoughts, calm our souls and feel His presence and hear
His call. We will know to follow Him because we know His voice.

We can talk with Him. We have a relationship with Him. We know his voice because He is our
Shepherd and our Lord and savior. So, follow Him and do His will - love Him and share His love
with others. Being not only His sheep but His disciples. When we do this -goodness and mercy
will follow us all the days of our lives and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. God
bless you all. Amen.



