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Isaiah 7.10-16; Psalm 80.1-7,16-18; Romans 1.1-7; Matthew 1.18-25  
“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. † 

 
As we celebrate this 4th Sunday of Advent and enter the last week before Christmas, we recall 
God’s love for us. A love manifested through God entering into our world and becoming one of 
us. That’s what stands out in today’s Scriptures: faithfulness and love. 

Consider first an example of unfaithfulness, described by the prophet Isaiah, in the OT reading. 
He tells about the lack of true faith and trust in God by King Ahaz. The story of Ahaz takes place 
in about 734 BC, when the kingdom of Israel is divided between the 10 tribes of ‘Israel or 
Ephraim’ in the north and the two tribes in the Kingdom of ‘Judah’ in the south, whose king is 
Ahaz. At the time, the tribes to the north and the Syrians wanted to defeat Judah and replace 
Ahaz with a puppet king to fight with them in a league against the great Assyrian Empire. 
Throughout the whole land, there was great fear of war and anxiety over the siege and 
destruction of towns, both by the kingdoms in the north and from Assyria. 
In this passage, which follows the ongoing story whereby the prophet Isaiah is promising Ahaz 
that God is on the side of God’s people. He tells King Ahaz to have faith and trust God, “ask for 
a sign of the Lord your God.” Instead, Ahaz is more comfortable with the idea of gaining his 
security by making deals with men, by buying up arms and armies, and by forming political 
alliances (sound familiar?) Isaiah warns him that this approach is futile and advises him to pray 
to God, but Ahaz’ response is one of false humility: “I will not ask, I will not put the Lord to the 
test…” Under the pretense of faith, he refuses to pray. Essentially, he says, ‘I don’t need to 
bother God, I’ll work it out on my own.’  He had no intention of being faithful, he was going to 
fix it in his own way. And, like so many powerful men, was bound to fail. 
And Isaiah goes on to say that despite Ahaz’ unfaithfulness, God will be faithful and send a 
future ruler to His people who will usher in peace and security and relieve their suffering. That 
promise was fulfilled by Jesus, but at an unexpected time, over 700 years later, and in an 
unexpected way. 

Consider now a story of faithfulness, as exhibited by Joseph in today’s Gospel passage. Joseph 
received the message of God and accepted it, even though it was not what he expected. He 
accepted things, even though it was against convention, even though he was unhappy, even 
though it didn’t make sense! Think about Joseph’s situation (like many of our own); so often, 
those who are faithful find themselves at odds with social convention, resisting what society 
tells them is right.  
Joseph was shocked, confused, and hurt by the realization that his betrothed/ beloved was 
pregnant before she moved into his home. He did not want to hurt Mary and he remained 
faithful. He acted with integrity and compassion, even before divine intervention. He violated 
social convention and even social law (he didn’t publically condemn her or divorce her, as was 
his right, and which probably would have resulted in her stoning). He was willing to let her slip 
away. And still, we are told ‘he took her as his wife’ instead. 
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He didn’t do this for self-gain; he violated social convention out of love!  For God intervened (as 
God so often does) in a mysterious and unexpected way, through the message of an angel.  
“I know this is not what you expected, but its okay… for God has something wonderful planned. 
Despite the fact you find the situation unacceptable, despite the fact that you feel hurt, it will 
be okay.”  And the child will be named Jesus (Jeshua- ‘YHWH saves’). Unexpected things, 
occurring outside of the usual social convention, are so often signs of God at work! 

We’ve all tried to keep up with social convention, both at work and at home, to do things the 
“right way.” Many of us have tried to make things “perfect,” to strive for those perfect 
Christmas experiences, for the perfect present, to plan the perfect party, to get the perfect 
tree, to do everything just right. And when things turn out to be less than perfect, we get upset.  
When we react that way, we lose an opportunity to experience something good, from the 
imperfection in our lives. Even in the midst of imperfection, God can do something new and 
good, just as God did through the unconventional birth of Jesus. Don’t forget this, the next time 
you feel disappointed with how your own plans turn out. Even though we experience many 
disappointments and hardships we can, like Mary and Joseph, choose grace over judgment. 

The message all of us can take home today, as we prepare for Christmas is the assurance of 
God’s love, is the truth of Advent. The truth of Advent and the truth of the Incarnation is that 
they don’t happen because of something we do. No matter how worthy or unworthy we may 
feel, we are not in control. God became one of us, dwelt with us, and it was all God’s doing! 
At an unexpected time, in an unexpected way, God became one of us. God remained faithful, 
despite human unfaithfulness and despite human imperfections. “God is with us” despite our 
own efforts to find fault with and even reject God’s ways— “God is with us.” 

Let’s pray for the grace to remain open to the unexpected; to remain faithful, as Joseph was, 
not demanding our own ways or following our own desires. Let’s embrace the truth of God’s 
unknown and unfathomable plans, the truth of God’s love for us. Love that is unexpected, 
undeserved, unfathomable, and unfailing! † 


