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Isaiah 35:1-10; Canticle 15-Luke 1:46-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice... with joy and singing.” *

This morning’s scriptures call God’s people to be glad, to be happy. Today, the 3™ Sunday of
Advent, is also known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means ‘rejoice’ in Latin, and this title comes
from the ancient introit used at the beginning of the Eucharist, ‘Gaudete in Domino semper,
‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ (many of you may recognize Philippians 4.4-5). It’s also customary
to refer to this Sunday of Advent as ‘Rose Sunday,” and the vestments | wear today are rose
colored rather than the dark purple. It’s a time for joy.

The prophet Isaiah makes this point by reminding us that all of God’s creation is to share in
God’s vision of reconciliation and renewal for Judah, and thus, the world. This section of Isaiah
is believed by most scholars to belong to the later group of chapters (40-55) collectively known
as ‘Second Isaiah,” which were written at the time of the great Babylonian Exile (587-539 BCE)
and meant to bring hope and joy to those in exile. The passage speaks of the ‘majesty of God,’
of ‘vengeance’ and also of the ‘strength’ to save. The prophet’s promise to them, and
subsequently to us, is that even the desolate places—the desert and dry land scorched by
war— will blossom and rejoice with singing.

This message is reinforced by young Mary’s humble response to the angel in Luke’s

Gospel, you'll recognize our Canticle today as ‘the Magnificat’: “My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; for he has looked with favor on

his lowly servant.” A message so important for us to grasp this Advent, after a year that

has involved so much turmoil around the world... wildfires and storms, deadly shootings,
warfare in the Middle East, Africa and Europe... and when our own land seems to be
consumed by the fires of division among us. | must admit, sometimes | wonder if we’ll ever

be renewed or ever joyous together again. And still, the overarching message of this 3™
Advent is: ‘Rejoice! Your God is coming!’

It’s intriguing, the way Jesus responds to John’s disciples in the passage we just heard from the
Gospel of Matthew: They ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ And he replies, ‘Go and tell
what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.’



His response can be seen in two ways: As an indirect ‘yes,’ for he does those deeds of the
Messiah, as predicted and outlined by Isaiah. Also, his response can be seen as a
reinterpretation of how The Messiah, the ‘one who is to come’ should be understood. There is
no mention of majesty or vengeance; Jesus’ deeds are of healing, restoration, and love, not
retribution or military might. Yes, he’s confirming that he is ‘the one,” the Messiah, but that his
works, his rule, are different from what the people expect! He has come among us in humility
and love!

The message of Advent is get ready, your God is coming! Advent consists of 4 weeks, to allow
us to prepare for this. Each has a specific scriptural theme, and each has a specific theological
message: Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love.

On the first Sunday, we were called to HOPE— to repent and prepare for our God’s return to
us, Hope that everything will work out, and the dry barren places in our lives will once again
turn verdant and lush.

On the second Sunday, we were prompted through scripture and our worship to reaffirm and
embrace PEACE— faith that one day all will be made right again, ‘the eyes of the blind will be
opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped; The wolf and the lamb with the Lion and the calf
shall lie down together.

On the third Sunday (today), we are called to JOY— to rejoice that our God is coming soon, and
at that time, everything will blossom to its full potential. So much so, that ‘the tongues of the
speechless will sing for joy!’

And next week, on the fourth Sunday, we are called to LOVE— for God so loved us, that God
gave an only Son to be one of us and to dwell among us. And we’ll get to watch an awesome
Pageant by our Children and experience that love in real time!

These theological virtues are so evident in the life of John the Baptizer, whom we’ve heard
about in the Gospel these past two weeks, and whose disciples in today’s passage confront
Jesus. According to the 4™ Gospel, John the Baptizer was himself asked as similar question,
‘Who are you?’ and his ultimate response was, ‘l am simply a messenger’... a messenger of
hope, peace, joy, and love. John said, ‘He must increase, but | must decrease’ (John 3.30).
John is an example to all of us; the true disciple looks not at himself or herself but rather looks
to Christ. The true Christian does not point at herself or himself, but points to Christ!

So, this week, let’s rejoice! And let’s point to Christ... with everyone you encounter outside
these doors, whether in your neighborhood, or at work, or while travelling... Point to Christ and
invite them to ‘Rejoice in the Lord!” Let them know, ‘Our God is coming!” t



